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A Panlm of Life.

IT LOsorsi.Low.

Tell me not In mournful nnmbers
Mfe Is but an empty dreainl

For the soul is dead that (lumbers.
And things are uot what they soon.

Mfe Is mail Mfe Is earnostl
And the KTnva la not Us foul l

"Dust thou art, to dust returnent,"
Was not wiltten of the soul.

!?otonjoymnt,and not sorrow.
Is our destined end and way.

But to act, that each
Find us furtbor tliua

A rt Is long, and tlmo is fleeting,
And ourhearts, though stout and brave,

Stilt, like muffled drums, am beating
Funeral marches to the grave.

In the world's broad Held of battle.
In t ho bivouac of the life,

Be uot like dumb, driven fatllo
Be a hero In the s'.rlfe.

Trust no Future, bow e'er pleasant.
Let the dead Past bury Is dead!

Act! act In the living Proiontl
Heart within, and God o'er hoad.

Livea of great men all remind us

We can make our lives sublime,
And, departing, leave buhlud ns

Footprints on the sands of time;

Footprints, that perhaps another,
Balllugo'er llfe'ssolemn main,

A forlorn and shipwrecked brother,
Seeing, alialltake heart again.

Let us, then, be up and doing,
With a heart for any fate,

Still achieving, still pursuing,
Learu to lsbor and to wait.

. .

THE PHANTOM BRIDE,

OK, THE TEST OF LOVE.

"Will you lovo me
tomb?"

kZy

even beyond the

The question came from the vermillion
lips of a young girl at a (ancy ball in Patis
during the reij;n ot Louis Alv. &ne wus
a brilliant brunette, with abundant raven
hair, and wore the Spanish vail and nvm- -

tilla which shs had assumed for the occa
sion, with all the grace of a daughter of
Andalusia. Her companion, a noblo
Scotch Earl of some two or three and

twenlv. arrayed as a warrior ol Mary Stu
art's, in Scotch plaid and Highland Don- -

net and leallier, lad Uten pursuing ine
lair unknown all the evening with proles
tations of love and ett rnul fidelity His

answer was prompt and unhesitating
"Yes, I swesr it. It I uie l win aream

of yon in the sepuicher, ana a thrill oljoy
will welcomo you if your toot but press
the grass over my head."

"And if I should die?" inquired the
young girl, in a sad tone.

"If you should die, I will be as faithful

to vou dead as livintr; and if you should

be permitted to viBit me, I will kiss your
cold hand with as much love as at this
moment;" and no pressed to his lips the

little white hand of the beautiful Spar.iArd.

"Ah. well! I permit you, then, to lovo
.r . ll It Ml L. 4 .

me. We snail see ii you win no twinwui.
Farewell, we shall meet sgnin."

''But where? when: Ueinanuea me
Earl, anxiouslv.

"I cannot tell. Perhaps here perhaps

elsewhere but you will see me."
And, with a gesture which forbade him

to follow her, she disappeared in the

crowd.
Two yenrs passed away, during which

Ea.l Kn.lph Morton soiigiu vainiy at mar-lv- .

nt Versailles, in every place of public

resort, for his benulil'ul unknown. He

was a Scotchman by bitth, and, like many

ol his countrymen, hadenteied the service

of the King of Franco. But a Court life
Hid not comport very welt with' life' slen-

der f6nuno, and ho became, ere long,

deeply involved in debt.
'You must find some rich heiress,"

said his sympathizing friends; it was the

usual resource of embarrassed gentlemen

6f that day. But the Earl had not for-

gotten (he bewitching and

uf.ii in nn mond for tho Search. He was

spared the trouble, however. His un6l6,

who was tho arcliDisnop oi an itijnnii
nitv. dcstioved bv the ltomaiis, informed

him one day that it was ume lor mm to

marry, iirid that he liaa louna a who ior
liim. ...

"Is she rich?" inquired Ralph. "I do

noi ask if she is pretty ii is all tho same

to me."
ipVv rich and verv pretty.''

Th Karl thouL'ht of his unknown, and

sighed; then thought ol his creditor, snd
consented. The uncle arranged every

thing, and when all was settled he gavfl

the nephew his benediction ami two i.uu-,1n.- rl

niatolus. and sent him off to Burgun

dy, to paV his respects to Mademoiselle

de Roche" Noire, w!i6ra he Wa. t6 marry

fn a' f. rtoiuht.- -

, .
' A g'oomy journey of several flays

bronchi him' at lngih to the an-

cient feudal manor-hous- of Kouhfi Noire,-situate-

in the heart of a forest, on a lofty

tonV. from which it derived Us name, tie
WBsexpei ted. The grand door of the

. 1 .. s

mans on Was ODOn. and an aceu snrvum

met him at the thrcslihohl. and Conducted

hVm to ff large hall', at the extremity of

which sati nn old man and a yGung girl'.

Tho former, whom ho divined at ouce to

he the Baron of Roche Noire, rose at his

entrance, and. saluting him in tfi4 some-

what formal fashion of the day, presented

hhn to his daughter llerminie. The lal-rin-

hiiil the volurnuous beauty of the flow

er which has unfolded under a southern

aim She waa nale. with fair hair, and

.iUa nf Mm dpen t)!do of an Italian sly.
A . . 1 Y ... MaalA.lll nr
tier tnjute was ncu nut
hinds so exquhftly shaped atld transfjsf.
ent as alabaster. So' much tho Earl saw

as he lent before his bdtrdtbed, and in

spite of his professed indillerenoe lie in- -

waidly congratuiatea r.iutbei u u. 6vv
lortune. -

j The Earl and Baron exoltariged the us-

ual reolprocal compliments and inquiries.
Rnln'r. nnrustomed to society, and un
derstood well thfl art of making himself

agreeable; the Baron, spite of his seventy

winters, had not lorgotien 10 ne a cuunwt,
and Herminle bad the simplo grace, the

dignity, the modesty without prudery, of

a vouiiir girl of l.ign mnn, rougioueijf nu- -

....oil but without anv nuidity. Ihe

convertation g.ion became nnunled and
sparkling, while Ralph walclied Ilerminic
and now and then whispered t himself,
''She ia charming! Blessings on my uncle
lot finding me a wile at once bo pretty and
so rich."

When supper was announced lie offer
ed his hand to tlio young girl, who ac-

cepted it with a blush, while the Baron
led the way to llio dining room. It was
a lofty apartment, furnished in the mas-

sive style of Louis XIV, and upon the
walls were suspended ancient family por
traits. As Ualph'rt eye glanced over these
it was attracted by one whose freshness
formed a striking contrast to the fmoky
canvasses devoted to the defunct Barons
of Roche Noire. rcpreHcnted ball where I met you. It earthly
girl dazzling, foieign beauty such jlove not that engrossod my lastilily, bring a i.;ii

lit

as only unuor leiuyou auve can nunurec tnousan'J 1 linve
more brilliant daughter of Spain still, God will perhaps pardon

the bolero in the perfumed gir-'tn- e, and I shall aullero longer.''
dens the Alliambra. The eyes of Ralph ' "I do love you," ctied ilalphj gazinj
were immovably upon the si the young So beautiful in her sad
the first glance had told him that it was ness. Yet a 6ccret voice said within
i 1 .i -- t .1. . r ' him:ins iiing-iua- v unknown oi tne lancy uau.

Come, my dear Earl," said the Enron,
'Met us be seated."

Ralph started and obeyed, then turned
hia eyes from the portrait to Hermioie.
In contrast with that g'owing beauty sho
appeared to him utterly insipid. He made
some remark about the picture. The
Baron did not reply, but a cloud passed
over his face, and Horminie turned pale,
and sat with downcast eves. A
chill seemed to be thrown over there three
persons, just now talking so joyously.
Brief remarks wero made in corpse.
a cunsirainea tunc, aim supper i.nucu mil
almost in silence. At its clot-- the Earl
made the fatigue ol his journey an txcuse
for retiring early. As the servant was
conducting him to his apartment they
pusspil again through the dining-hal- l.

"U hose portrait is this? he asked,
pointing to the of the ludy.

The servant hesitated.
'Speak I'1 said the Earl, imperiously.
"It ia t! e portrait of Madamoiaelle Ful-

men," said the old man, trembling.
"Who is she?"
"The elder sister of Mademoiselle Her-mine-

But she is drosscd is Spsnlsh costume. '
"Yes her mother was a Spanish 'ady.''
"And I'ulmrn," where is she nowf
"She is dead," said the old man, sol

emnly. "She lies nt the left of the alter
in the chapel ol Ihe casllo.

y w m w w

Fatigue had no power that night to
alucp to llalpli'a oyt-iida-. It wriS in

vain that he extinguished the cnndles.and
buried his head under the blankets; the
imace of Fulmen still pursued him. Jvow

it wns Fulmen, radiant beauty, as
she was represented in the picture, and
as lie hod seen her at the fancy-bal- l;

nrjrain, it was Fulmen, pnlu and cold, ex

tended in hercoltin, under tlio pavement
of the chapel. Then he remembered his
oath, to love her as well dead as living,
and a cold sweat bathed his brow. At
that moment a light at the opposite ex-

tremity ol the apartment attracted his
a door whose existence he had

not suspected, turned noifelestly on its
hinges, the candles relighted themselves

spontaneously, and a 6gure, in a
winding shfet, entered the room and ap
nroachtd his bed. Il advanced slowly

the most a:ute eir could have detected no
sound of footsteps. Brave as he was the
Ear trembled at the apparition. YYl.t.n

the 6"ure was within a lew feet of the

be! the winding sheet was thrown buck,

and revenhd a vounir cirl dressed in
- - . 0 o

Spanish costume.

"Fulmen!" he murmured; "the picture

has riceendtd fiom its frame!"
It was indeed Fulmen, just as she was

painted, save that the lips were pale, the

eyes mournful, the whole expression
speakably end.

"Fnlhien!" leneated the karl, with a

tone of which was mingled

son of feverish joy.
"It is I," she said. "Do you remera-hArvnr-

oatti? Thev have toid vou that
J a.

I am dead."
Tfie teeth of Ralph chattered; but the'

voice was so pure, so melodious, that it
aided him lo Bhake off the torpor which

was creeping over him.
"No yoti nrO not dead," he exclaimed,

with an etlort.

"I have been dead yiaV," replied
Fulmen. sadlv. "They buried me in the

Chapel. You can read my epitaph on tho
marble slab the third Irora the
ter."

high a!

Ttaliih could net detach his eyes from
ihia singular creature, whose marvelous

beauty counteracted, in some the
terroi1 which the apparition would other-

wise haVe caused.
"Alas!" resumed the spectre drawing

the sluoud shout her form with all the
coquetry with whish a living hello might

wrap art opera cloakarouna nor, am
dead, and seventeen when life wns full
of liirhC. and rjdrfuthe. and musio; when

o
tears, even wero so sweet tnao tuey re-

sembled smiles; when tho present wss so

happy that the future wns quiet forgotten
and then I loved jou. 1 trusted your
oath, but you did not caro for me, You

have come hero to marry my

"Fulmenl" murmured Ralph, who felt
a pang of remprse at his heart. " 1 lave
lovod you; I love you still,"

Sho shook her head.
"The dead are never loved," site Said

sadl.
Ralph Iremblod. He felt bis blood

curdle in his veins. Ho remembered his;

oath. Fulmen did not oomplMn.
She did not overwhelm l.im with re-

proaches. ,
She seemed , resignod. He

saw hor Idan hoir heed upon her hand, a

tear Shone in her eyes, and a shiver pas
86 d through her frame.-

"I am cold," she said and rising from
tho ohair in which bIis had seated horsell
slid approached the fireplaoe, bont as

if to warm herself by the
ed brands. "Thd dead are always cold,"
she mui mured. , V

"Heavens!" exclaimed Ralrib, "You

are not dead: but dead or living, you are
beautiful more beautiful than any living
woman and I love you as on the day I
first saw you."

"The dead are never loved," she re-

peated mournfully.
"But you are not dead. Tho limb of

the dead are tigid; the flesh corrnpt, they
are insensible; they eon not walk; they
cannot speak; jou are not dead it is
impossible."

"I am dead," repeated Fulmen, in a
tone ef authority which admitted of ques-
tion: "dead, and yet I suffer."

"You the tail exclaimed.
"Yes Because I died with a guilty

thought in my heart. 1 remembered the
It a young was

., f

the

in
nn"..tut who will me

souiuern are
never ilove me

danced
of
fixed canvass; girl

tne

nith

un

teimr, in a

a

in

sister."

Yet

arid

....

1.:

"Ah she were onlr laL'ination susce i,( .valt-tm- n ,. . .'. .

over the of mnstof l.i. ,.,L. f .... 'Q nK,on ll'Cre 1'oik, suppli,

rose and and As as the !r,n w'ra '""'
shrunk vanished, he reli.,h.,d ,U n. "."J1 PP ?.'lh-'"- g their own

back it. approach. Idle the firo-- l '! :" T "S of eke nut reg.

vu niiiu, viiiuu, mm ULIUIII
alwavs bo. The living the dead

"No no?" he, eageny, ashamed
of the momentary terror, "Fulmen, my
beloved, come!"

She extended her hand-- and took thai
of the young man. Ralph nttered a cry.
His hand was pressed by ihe clam- -

my fingers of

picture

draped

degreo,

suffer!"

She his

"No " ulie repeated in a half half suf- -

locnted voice, "you it can not be, I
shall suffer always!"

And she fled, Ralph wai so over-
powered he had no power to speak
or rove. Tho candhs went out sud!cn
ly; silence reigned again in the chamber
the phantom had vanished.

Tho next day dawned bright and beau
tiful. The Baron du Roel-- Noire who
did not appear to notice the pallor and
abstraction Of the guest, pioposed a hunt.
The day was in the op-- air and
if, amid the excitement of the chase, the
Earl thought ef the occurrences spfthc
last night, seemed to him only as

dicam. But with the return
daiknetisand especially at the siifht ol

the picture, the apparition again stemed
to him reality, and determined loas-certai-

tho tiuth. Pleading a headache
he retired to his room and,
ibo candles, he called softly. "Fuliueu!'
There was i:o answer.

Again "Fulimii? I love you
though dead,"

Immediately the candles were relit, and
Fulmen again appeared. She threw off
her winding sheet, and herself in a
chair by his side. Ilerfaco had the ad- -

averous paten. 68 ot the tomb; eyes were
sad; her steps slow and painlul; yet her
exejuisite beauty exerted the same fas

nation over him as when Sf Sr Lling with
life and vivacity.

"Fulmen, I love you!" ho repeated,
gazing nt with admiration.

"lestf my hand toueli yours,
she replied with a sad smile, "you would
utter a cry, you did fact Dight; the

ded are nlways cold."
"Give me hand, and you will see.

said Ralph, extending resolutely his own.
Hhe took it, and again come over
him the same terrible sensation as before;
but ho had self control enough to con

it, and again to repeat, "I love
bright smile illumined the features

of Fulmer?"
"My poor friend," she "I would

elndly believe vou; but if vour love would

end my sufferings, it must be so profouud
so ardent that it can conquer even desire
to livo. tomb me must have at
traction for and y6u arebutiwesity-five- ,

Ralph. At your ago Iifo is sweet.
The Earl shook his head.
"To without you is death," to bo

united to you, even in the tomb, would
bo lifc."

"Take my friend."
"Of what, Fulnierf' exclaimed

Ralph, over whom the of the young

gul seemed exercise an ovcrpowoiing
fascination. ,

"Do you know," she said, "that if .you
utter such a wish, God may hear your
prayer?'

"Ah, he would! An eternity by your
side would be infinite happiness.'

"Ralph, my interrupted Fivi1-me-

while a smile of celestial joy shone

lit her face, "take caitS; you will die

you me."

coure.

"l wisn to etc.',

"But; you are betrothed to my sisler."
An exclamation 61 anger escaped him.

'I hate hart" he said
"Why?"
"Because she is alive, while you

desd. What she done that she should
the lijht of tho sun, the neifnmo

olnoweis, the meiooy oi .

she any younger or more bcau'iful?"

darknrsi.

fiiend,"

"Haipn you ure unjuu. mjr nici.i ....o

control over hor destiny or mine."
"Ymi ri?ht. nerliD8, i

to you that I will nevernmrry llerminie.
I to be your, forever."

"You are mylriend. I can not

accept happinesd at a sacrifice."
She rose slowly. ...
"Adieu Ralph," sho said. 'MaVry

llerminie and pi for me."
..is I. li'..l.l" Ttjilntl

fallW on bis kriees at Iter feet.

abandon I love you!"

the

but

"But your lovo is death.

"It is It is lilel"
riis lond was so Iduehi ig that tiio ydung

girl hesitated.
"Let me live etornaoy wuu jv.

pcr'aistod.
"Listen, my friend," she said at length

ns she could no longer rosist hia

"In this: casket," pointing to a
box which stood on the tv

ble," there is a viai eomauiiug
quid."

' ...........
"And this liquidt"

Is death!"
"Ilia exclaimed IUlph,

seizing the casket.
Fulmen slopped him by a gosloro.
"Not yet," she said; ' by and by at

midnight hut first r fleet!"
jmmeuia'n'y tne canities were

the

April

Whlp

IFroui

gnished and lound bimsrlf Bnm i.,.i ,i, '!,, : ts. 'B " .miliary
i

IfEarl Ralph had been a Frenchman.! Aftl.,wlH. il,.. .nn.';.l,.r,l .1.,. P.,h. resoUl(M of our people, and paiticularlj
as soon as Ful.ncn sappeared. he would lie Works Hill, and mad surdry amcnl-!'- " "'"":'"'' thoiisan.ls could
l.ave opened tle window and let cool 1'"U "no9e n'n.cnu to prevent le,ses from es1ping'S',;"7 . w?fnightair play Bpon his brow. Then, the ,he ol th.-i- r contract with P,Spd ln ?uciou; .nd maDnfacloi.BS
fever fit being over he would have said to 'the 8;ate. The connt in t' e ..-- r ate is nefessatis ol life, and in providing
himself, "All this folly. I am twenty- - Imir.,wed dovrn to the qucstio,, specif f"r our iiomniciTe wi;h Hiatus and
five years (dd, an the King's fie lease or Ira-i- n at auction. ination. H all.i.lwf to the rharacieristio
service, and aUut to marry a young " jnmrtml spirit of I'enrifyfvania, to I hr
trill, bloomin? a a Madonna, fai, al n... n ""I"8!5' . ., ilamry laihera

1 nujM nriHit!(i i ia a :t r. rn . , .i
of penitence, an income of

is tounu sales. A,no"rs, who. livrcs.

bring
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an extreme languor crept over htm, and
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late fhe ou tho self
of the hostess, nnd her mdif
feren'ce to the peculiar vcxatitohjf 6f her
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knowledge of our language, ho expressed

his idea' bvsavintj "Your Excellency's
,' ;V ...j J.-il- 'i III.

HdV maseg 11 every .

the twinkle the Presidential
rye, he endeavored to correct his' la'ngti

aec, and said, with emphasis, "Your
cellency a lady has a very indiifereni
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An amusing incident ocunrd a few

.lava a.ro nn 'i the anivHl of the steam

boat wiih the private effects of one of the

ulti crs, u l i h had been left at SnHtVan's

Island, fujiposing lliai Kurt Sumter was

nt Inst to be evacuated the troop at the

ililleient ta'tleries amurd tionnicd upou

ihe breastworks and Bmidhills tu watch the

departure.
Juai io th arrival of the bont, Ma-

jor Anderson bad given order's for tho
. a n I.. K lit.. K.

repair-ti- t the lrgH nag, . .. --

cinie torn while ihu steamer waa lying at

the wharf, the Hag was lowered. w..e..

thetioopsarou.d set up a bud shunt,
checked

which', however was suddenly
running- up to the

by g a new flag
masthead, that Soon floated outas deflant-l- y

as ever.

fy-Th-
e President of the Confederate

Statea has accepted and drafed hito the

regular srn.y the Zbuave Regtmcnr or

New OleahS, numbering 530 men, com-nm- n

ted by Chi. Cppen, foim-rl- y of ihe

French army. A laige majontt of I' e

n.i'iment have seen real service in

rope; all are Ficnoh and the orders re

j be given in the Trench language.


